VILLAGE ONE VOICE

Vanderhaven Farm Condominium Association

February 2025

IMPORTANT DATES

Next Board of Trustees Meeting:
Thursday, February 20, 2025 at 6:30 pm

Recycling Dates: February 12 & 26

Trash Collection Townhouses: Monday,
Thursday, and Saturday. (For Townhomes
only)

Trash Collection for Condos: Use
Dumpsters (For Condos Only)
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COMMITTEES
ADR Active

Architectural Control - James O’Donnell
Communications - Carol Goldbach
Grounds - James O’Donnell

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

President Scott Alpaugh
Vice President  Rafal Lankamer
Treasurer James O’Donnell
Secretary Carol Goldbach
Trustee Chris Paparteys
Trustee Carol Kieffer
Trustee Raghu Sekaran

WEBSITE

www.vanderhavenfarm.com

PORTAL WEB ADDRESS

portal.premiermanagement.net
(click “login” then “sign up”)
Premier Management Associates
Yamila Izquierdo
908-707-0760
remiermanagement.net

Office Hours:
Mon., Tue.,Wed., Fri. 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Thursday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m

izquierdo

After hours emergency only: 732-390-1100

The Board Box

Would you like to share your ideas and participate in
decisions that help make our community a great place to
live? Come be a part of the Board at Vanderhaven Farms! We will
be holding our annual meeting and Board of Directors election in
March 2025, so we encourage you to submit your qualifications
for consideration. Please write a summary of your experience,
skills, or reasons why you would be a valuable addition to the
board and email it to yizquierdo@premiermanagement.net by
February. If you have any questions about the responsibilities of
serving on the board or the election process, feel free to contact
Yamila Izquierdo at the same email address. Please consider
stepping up to help us continue to make improvements in our
community. This year we will be using electronic voting, so
stay tuned!

Happy New Year!

Happy new year to our Asian residents at Vanderhaven Farm!!!
The Asian New Year in 2025 is the Year of the Wood Snake. To
celebrate this special occasion, we’d like to share some fascinating
facts about the traditions and significance of the Asian New Year
that we think you’ll enjoy. Best wishes for a prosperous and joyful
year ahead!
e Date: January 29, 2025
e Significance:
0 Zodiac Cycle: The Snake is the sixth animal in the 12-year
Chinese zodiac cycle.
o Element: Wood is one of the five elements (wood, fire,
earth, metal, water) that interact with the zodiac animals in

a 60-year cycle. Continued on page 2



Continued from page 1

o Symbolism:

= Snakes are often as-
sociated with wisdom,
intuition, and transfor-
mation.

»= The Wood Snake is
specifically thought to
embody qualities like
charm, intelligence, and
creativity.

e Celebrations:
o Lunar New Year is widely

celebrated in many East
Asian countries, including
China, Vietnam, Korea,
and among Chinese
communities worldwide.

o Common celebrations
include:
= Family gatherings and
feasts
= Red decorations and
lucky money (red
envelopes)
= Lion and dragon dances
= Firecrackers
= The Lantern Festival,
marking the end of the
celebrations.
Key Points:
e The date of the Lunar New

Year varies each year based
on the lunar calendar.
While the zodiac animals
are generally the same
across different Asian
cultures, specific customs
and traditions may vary.

*HOT WATER HEATERS
*PLUMBING FIXTURES
*FAUCETS & VANITIES
*TOILET REPAIRS

*GARBAGE DISPOSALS
*HUMIDIFIERS

*HEATING REPAIRS

*FROZEN PIPES THAWED
*A/C REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
*RELIABLE SERVICE

¥ SEWER AND DRAIN CLEANING
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Parking Permit

Upon inspecting the cars parked at reserved spots, we observed that many
vehicles are missing their car permit decals. To rectify this issue and to
prevent the possibility of towing at homeowners’ expense, we kindly ask
that you pass by the office to register your vehicle properly. If your unit
is currently occupied by tenants, please ensure they are made aware of
this requirement, also please bring a current lease to the office to stay in
compliance with our by-laws and avoid unnecessary fines.

Clubhouse Available to Rent!
When planning your parties, don’t forget that the clubhouse can be rented
by any resident in good standing! The fee is $175.00 you will also need a

security deposit and certificate of insurance for the event date. Contact the
office today for details and to make your reservation.

LA LA 2 g YEYY

Holiday Decorations

All holiday decorations including lights, wreaths, ornaments, etc. Should
have been removed by January 15th.

Staying Current on Monthly Maintenance
Fees

Don’t fall behind in your maintenance fees. Please stay current each month
and pay on a timely basis to avoid additional late charges. When your account
goes on collecting legal fees are added to your account, foreclosure process
takes effect, and these are all separate legal charges that add up. Furthermore,
if your maintenance account falls into arrears, you may lose access to all
the amenities provided by our community including your reserve parking
space. Visit the management office to get your automated payment set up.



Speed Limits and
Stop Signs

We say it almost every month. It is
imperative that all our residents and
guests drive safely and comply
with every stop sign and speed
limit set within our community. It
only takes a second of inattention to
result in an accident that could have
been avoided.

Unfortunately, Bridgewater Patch
reported recently that at 5:57 pm on
August 12, in a nearby community,
on Walters Brook Drive near the
intersection of Purcell Road, a
15-year-old bicyclist was struck
by an automobile. The victim was
taken to RWJ hospital, thankfully
with non-life-threatening injuries.
Although this accident didn’t
involve our community or any
of our residents, it just as easily
could have. Please remember
accidents do happen, the best way
to avoid them is to ALWAYS drive
mindfully and obey all traffic
regulations.

Census Reminder

It’s annual census time at VHF.
If you haven’t filed one for 2025,
please fill out the Census form and
drop it by the Clubhouse Office.
A copy of the form was attached
to the January Newsletter. It can
also be obtained through the portal
by clicking on Documents, then
Forms, then Annual Census Form.
If you are unable to print the form,
stop by the office to request a copy.
Your cooperation is appreciated.
By next January, we hope to have
updated the form, and have it
prefilled with the information we
have on file. This will make it easier
for residents and owners to review
the information and just make any
necessary changes.

Website:

Geralyn Marchiafava
Realtor Sales Associate

Cell: 908-698-3349
Email:_Geralyn.Marchiafava@CBmoves.com

www.GeralynMarchiafava.com

Coldwell Banker Realty

716 Route 206 & Raider Blvd. *
d Hillsborough, NJ 08844 %
Office: 908-874-8421

Selling, Buying or Renting - I'm here for you every step of the way

* Air Duct Cleaning
* Dryer Vent Cleaning

United Air Duct

Arr y J

Manny A.

* Air Duct Decontamination

Toll Free: 1-866-912-3828 ¢ Cell: 732-841-9702

« Oriental Rug Cleaning
& Restoration

* Mold Inspections

The Woofing Purrfect
Corner!

Hello Friends, our names are Kal
(black/tan) and Syl (lighter brown).
Kal is 2 years old, he has been with
my dad since he was a pup, I am
Syl I’'m 4 years old; my dad Mike
adopted me this past Christmas. He
wanted a companionship for my
brother, I'm still learning to walk
outside with my brother and say hi
to all the pups in the Vanderhaven
Farm neighborhood! When you see
us around, say hi to us, we would
love to meet all of you.

Renovation

Please be reminded that if you are
having renovations done inside
your unit, your contractor must
remove all construction debris.
They are NOT permitted to dispose
of any materials in the community
dumpsters. Regardless of the
unit owner living in the condos,
contractors are required to take the
debris offsite for proper disposal. We
are monitoring the area with photos
and videos, and any unit found
disposing of construction materials,
such as toilets, sheetrock, or any
renovations related waste, or leaving
the area dirty with construction
debris like sheetrock dust or cement
will be fined. Thank you for your
understanding.




Announcements

BOOMERS CLUB - Please call Barbara at 908-256-3611 to express your
interest, to sign up and future events dates information.

Boomers club activities during January included the January 9" regular
meeting at the VHF Clubhouse at 6:30 pm, immediately followed by game
night activities. Rummikub and Boggle were again the games of choice.
Both games are quick and easy to learn and the club members had a great
time playing games and sharing good conversation and snacks.

The club also met at the Flaming Grill Buffet in Manville on January 25th,
to enjoy a meal and recognize the Chinese New Year!

By now you have probably realized that
Boomers really enjoy dining together!

We are open to new members, new games, new
restaurants and new activities. The possibilities
are unlimited. If you would like to see what
we’re all about, pop in at our next meeting on
Thursday, February 13" at 6:30 pm in the VHF
Clubhouse. Despite our name, residents of all ages are warmly welcomed.
( Picture taken on our Chinesse New Year Dinner celebration on January,
25%) It was lots of fun!

FREE LIBRARY - Our little free library is growing! Stop by the Clubhouse
any time during regular business hours to see what’s available there. When
you enter the Clubhouse, the library is towards the left, in the front near the
windows. It’s very informal, if you see something that interests you feel
free to borrow it. No return due dates, no late fees, no stress! Feel free to
contribute books as well.

MEDITATION THURSDAY - For anyone interested in participating in
Meditation Thursday, we will be holding the next session COMING SOON.
We hope we get lots of interest! To register, please call the coordinator
Deepti at 201-888-0617 or Deepti@bhatia.net.in

Thank you
,\" \‘, Q- (’,/ /\
N

Pick Up After Your Dog or Pay

During inspections walks, we notice residents are not picking up after their
pets, especially behind dumpsters. Please note that management will be
giving automatic fines without any warning if we catch you not picking
up after your pet. All pet owners and keepers are required to immediately
and properly dispose of their pet’s solid waste deposited on any property,
public or private, not owned or possessed by that person. This is also a
Bridgewater Township violation.
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Reminders

As the cold settles in, residents may
be more inclined to want to settle
in with a cozy fire in the fireplace,
a warm blanket and a hot drink.
It’s a picture-perfect image for
enjoying a cold evening. However,
it is important to remember that an
uncontrolled fire can be devastating,
to a community such as ours, having
multiple units per building. VHF
requires dryer vent cleaning and
chimney inspections and cleaning
between January and October every
even year (i.e. 2026, 2028, etc.), to
keep the risk of fire to a minimum.
That is why it is vital for every
homeowner or resident to ensure
that those requirements are met.

Please review the Fireplace Safety
article we have shared in this
newsletter. There you will find
simple fire safety tips.

SR

HAPPY
PRESIDENTS
DAY

Smoke Detector
and Carbon
Monoxide Detectors

Make sure to press the button to
make sure the unit is functional.



Fireplace Safety

Excerpts are from https://www.epa.gov/burnwise/best-wood-burning-
practices

When using your wood burning fireplace (appliance), follow these
guidelines for safe operation:

Keep flammable items, like curtains, furniture, newspapers, and
books, away from your appliance.

Only use newspaper, dry kindling and all-natural or organic fire
starters. Never start a fire with gasoline, kerosene, or charcoal starter.
Do not burn wet or green (unseasoned) wood.

If you use manufactured logs, choose those made from 100 percent
compressed sawdust.

Build hot fires. For most appliances, a smoldering fire is not safe
or efficient.

Keep the doors of your wood-burning appliance closed unless
loading or stoking the live fire. Harmful chemicals, like carbon
monoxide, can be released into your home.

Regularly remove ashes into a covered, metal container. Store the
container outdoors on a nonflammable surface.

Keep the fire extinguisher handy.

DO NOT BURN these materials as they can release toxic or harmful
chemicals when burned, and may damage your appliance:

Household trash, including cardboard, plastics, foam and the colored
ink on magazines, boxes, and wrappers

Coated, painted, and pressure-treated wood

Ocean driftwood, plywood, particle board, or any wood with glue
on or in it

Wet, rotted, diseased, or moldy wood

Plastic, asbestos, rubber

One option that residents should investigate is the hero blanket, in case of
emergency situations, every moment counts. The Emergency Fire Blanket
suffocates fires rapidly, reducing potential damage and injury. Here is a

picture of it.

For advertising rates and
information please email

or call The Newsletter Shoppe
. 908-903-0336

Snow Removal 3% 3k

This winter, snow removal has
been pretty much ongoing due to
the cold and snowy weather. Our
snow removal contractor does their
very best to clear the roadways and
sidewalks as early as possible after
a snowfall. The parking areas are
cleared as much as possible on the
day of, or morning following snow.
However, clearing parking areas
that are occupied by vehicles isn’t
feasible. For liability purposes, the
contractor will not plow between
two parked cars and cannot plow
as close as would be preferred to a
parked car in an uncleared space.
We ask for your cooperation in
moving your vehicles temporarily
to any unreserved space that has
already been cleared. This will
allow the plow access to your space
for clearing. Once cleared, you may
return your vehicle to its original
parking space.

Happy Valentine's Day to the
Vanderhaven Farm community!
| hope everyone has a wonderful
day filled with love and joy.

As a sweet treat for the season,
we’ve included a recipe for mak-
ing chocolate covered strawber-
ries, perfect to share with your
family or loved ones. Enjoy!

CHOCOLATE
STRAWBERRIES

INGREDIENTS
= 150g milk chocolate
» 150qg dark choecclate
* 150 hite chocolate

» T50q large strawberrics

METHOD

T.Lirv & baking tray with baking

paper. Break milk chocolate into
even pieces. Place into a heat-proof
[==

2 Ona-third fill a saucepan with

L322

chocolate, Refrigerate until et




IMPORTANT!

DO NOT
LEAVE FIREPLACE
ASH AND EMBER

CONTAINERS INSIDE
THE HOME.

WET THE REMENANTS
AND STORE IN A LID
COVERED METAL
CONTAINER
OUTSIDE AND AWAY
FROM ANY STRUCTURE

Place and maintain
smoke and CO alarms
on all levels of your
home

A FIRE SAFETY MESSAGE FROM
THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF FIRE
SAFETY AND YOUR LOCAL FIRE SERVICE

i3

~ Fire is -
Everyone’s

New Jersey Division 55
Of Fire Safety ﬁ'

FIRE SAFETY FACTS




\ FIREPLACE AND CHIMNEY SAFETY

New Jersey Division %

Of Fire Safety _
FIRE SAFETY FACT

New fireplaces \ DO NOT use lighter fluid
should meet a set “~. or flammable liquid to

According to national

statistics more than a of requirements by an (- %j& light a fire.
. . . independent d..}’
third of Americans still co,,sf,me, testing
p refe r the wa rm, cozy organization. Both new fireplaces Use only seasoned wood stacked in
. and existing ones need a local cords away from any structure.
heat Of a wood bur ning building permit and inspection by
ﬁf' ep I ace. the municipality to make certain it Check that the damper is open
complies with current building and before lighting the fire. Failure to do
fire code requirements. so can result in an accumulation of
o g smoke and carbon monoxide within
However, statistics the home.

/| _ Fireplaces and chimneys

show they account f or also require a high degree
‘<. of maintenance including

nearly the same ;
seasonal cleaning by a

amount O_f residential licensed chimney sweep to cold.

ﬁ res in our state’s cleal:r the buildup oj.' creosote, a black
tar-like, wood burning by-product

rural areas each year. * which can cause a chimney fire.

Do not close the damper before the
fire has died out and the embers are

Use a tempered glass fireplace
screen to prevent popping sparks
and flying embers from landing on

Use the three feet rule by keeping the floor.

*National Fire Incident Reporting data children, pets and burnables at least
three feet away from any heat
source.

Check that the damper is open
before lighting the fire.
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